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CAMPUS ASSEMBLY MINUTES
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, MORRIS
February 15, 1971
Truman .Driggs presided over
As chairman he reviewed the
the Two-Option Liberal Arts
that the parts be discussed
Option I, and Option II.

the meeting in the absence of Provost Imholte.
ruling made at the last meeting to discuss
Program at UMM in three parts. He now ruled
in the order in which they appear - Criteria,

Dean Bopp reviewed the editorial changes in the first two parts of the
proposal.
Nat Hart moved to amend the Cr11teria of the proposal by inserting after
the present statement the objectives of a liberal arts education as given
in the present UMM Bulletin and reads as follows, but to delete references
to credits and subcategories in this added statement.
l.

The ability to read perceptively - to understand and evaluate
the ideas of others - and in turn to be able to communicate
what one thinks and feels with clarity, coherence, and force.
Almost every course at UMM, in addition to providing information, attempts to develop in the student the ability to think
critically and constructively - i.e., to collect and weigh
facts and interpretations, to analyze problems and situations,
to approach their solutions with intellectual integrity and
wide understanding, and to manage the language, both spoken
and written, .i n communicating what he has learned.

2.

The ability to read and speak a foreign language; the pursuit
of a knowledge of a foreign language as a discipline in itself,
as a tool with uses in other disciplines and with application
in the world of men at large, and as a means by which the
student may gain some intellectual and cultural perspective
upon himself and the point in space and time at which he exists.

3.

An understanding of the materials, methods, and purposes of
scientists, historians, mathematicians, artists, critics,
philosophers, and social scientists. To this end we have
required our students to distribute at least half of their
total work among the traditional categories of liberal studies the natural sciences and mathematics; the social sciences;
and the humanities - and, in recognition of the wide range of
ex1)erience within these categories, we have required them to
distribute this work among the subcategories of each.
The purpose of such a distribution requirement is to assure that
all graduates hold in common some significant knowledge about
man, nature, and society, some understanding of how the method
of inquiry appropriate to each of the liberal disciplines is
used to augment the body of knowledge in that discipline, and
some awareness of how developments in each discipline affect
man and the world in which he lives.
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Hence, though the paths to the baccalaureate do indeed vary,
each path has received sufficient direction to assist the
student toward becoming an informed and responsible member
of the human community with insights, perspectives, and
values that should mark an educated man, regardless of his
field of specialization.
4.

Relative expertness in a single area of study, a major. The
idea of a liberal education should include not only the concept
of breadth across the provinces of knowledge, but also the
concept of breadth and profundity within a single coherent
discipline. Properly organized study in depth is needed to
prevent a course of study from becoming a patchwork of disconnected pieces. It can generate increased motivation and
ability for further learning, insight into the manner in which
a given field of knowledge develops interaction with other
fields, and a point of reference from which to seek understanding
of the whole of man's intellectual enterprise.
To achieve the ends which a commitment to study in depth envisions,
the student must experience a genuine engagement with the discipline. He must become actively involved in the process of
searching for truth through the methods of inquiry appropriate
to that discipline. He must give evidence that he can think
critically, constructively, and expertly by mastering, through
his own efforts, a portion of the body of knowledge in that
discipline and by communicating it effectively.

The motion was seconded by Art Landever.
Hart went on to give reasons for retaining these objectives of the amendment by stating that because the two options do not change the present
curriculum, a change in objectives would be inconsistent. He also interpreted Options I and II as being inconsistent with one another because
Option I requires specific experiences in English and foreign language
whereas Option II does not.
The discussion of the amendment focused upon the following issues:
1.

Belief that the added statement to the Criteria would effectively
limit individualized curriculum planning by giving not objectives
of a liberal arts education but specific criteria to reach liberal
arts objectives.

2.

The ways in which liberal arts objectives are defined by either
deductively formulating such goals or experimentally creating
such goals through the proce-ss of working with a changing
curriculum to reach the generally given liberal arts objectives
s.tated in the original criteria of the proposal before the
Assembly.

Campus Ass.embly Minutes. of
2/15/71

Page 3

3.

The validity of specific course requirements in obtaining
a liberal arts ideal, i.e., Freshman English and foreign
language as presently required and also as required in
Option I. Discussion did not negate the value of these
curricular offerings but questioned the requirement of these
courses for the liberal arts education.

After the amendment was again read and clarified, the vote was called
and the motion to amend was defeated.
The chairman asked the Assembly if it were ready to vote on the Criteria
as stated in the proposal. Jay Roshal called for a secret ballot. Seconded
by Ordway. The motion was defeated 38 to 23. Jay Roshal called for a
roll-call vote. Seconded by Zeller. The motion was defeated.
A motion was given to adjourn, but was defeated 47 to 40. A second motion
to adjourn was given, but the chairman overruled the motion and was then
reminded that such a ruling needed a two-thirds majority of the Assembly
to be effective.
Numerous questions concerning the Criteria were put forth.
The chairman called for the vote and the Criteria for the Two-Option
Liberal Arts Proposal at UMM was passed 49 to 25 with 6 abstaining. The
members of the Assembly were given the right to have their vote recorded
by sending such notification to the Executive Secretary through the campus
mail.
The Assembly adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
pt

